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ORDINANCE NO. 2971

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OXNARD 
AMENDING OXNARD CITY CODE CHAPTER 7, ARTICLE III, SECTION 7-56 TO 
ESTABLISH FINES FOR VIOLATION OF SHORT TERM RENTAL REGULATIONS

WHEREAS, the City of Oxnard intends to adopt regulations on fines for Homestays and 
Short-Term Rental Units (“STRs”); and

WHEREAS, on March 2016, the City conducted an online community survey that 
contained a series of questions designed to receive public input on STRs; and

WHEREAS, on August 16, 2016, staff held a duly noticed public Community Workshop 
to summarize the March survey results and secure feedback from the community on specific 
STR related regulations and questions; and

WHEREAS, on November 3, 2016, the Planning Commission of the City of Oxnard (the 
“Planning Commission”) held a duly noticed study session to receive input on specific STR 
regulations; and

WHEREAS, on June 1, 2017, the Planning Commission conducted a duly noticed public 
hearing and specifically addressed STRs, questions raised at the November 3, 2016 meeting, and 
the STR processing guidelines; and

WHEREAS, on February 26, 2019, the City Council’s Housing and Economic 
Development Committee (HEDC) held a duly noticed meeting to discuss policy questions and 
provide comments and the STR ordinances; and

WHEREAS, on July 9, 2019, the HEDC held a duly noticed meeting to discuss the draft 
ordinance with a focus on proposed changes to the ordinance; and

WHEREAS, on March 25, 2019, City Council held a duly noticed special meeting and 
received public input and provided direction to staff regarding the STR ordinances; and

WHEREAS, on August 1, 2019, the Planning Commission held a duly noticed public 
hearing to consider Planning and Zoning Permit No. 19-580-04 regarding the adoption of  
specific rules and regulations for STRs within Chapters 16 and 17 of the Oxnard City Code; and

WHEREAS, a recommendation was made to establish escalating fines for violations of 
the STR ordinance; and

WHEREAS, the establishment of escalating fines required an amendment to Chapter 7 – 
Nuisances, Article III Civil Fines, of the Oxnard City Code to establish those fines; and

WHEREAS, after considering all the evidence in the record, including (but not limited 
to) the staff report (including the attachments), written submittals and public testimony, the 
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Planning Commission of the City of Oxnard recommended adoption of a Zone Text Amendment 
to amend Chapters 16 and 17 related to STRs including establishment of escalating fines;

WHEREAS, on September 24, 2019, the HEDC held a duly noticed meeting to  receive 
a summary report on the Planning Commission recommendations and provided input on the 
recommendations; and

WHEREAS, on November 5, 2019, the City Council held a duly noticed public hearing 
to consider an amendment to Chapter 7, Article III of the Oxnard City Code; and

WHEREAS, at the public hearing, the City Council considered all the evidence in the  
record, including (but not limited to) the Planning Commission Resolution, the staff report 
(including the attachments), written submittals and public testimony before making a final 
decision on November 5, 2019 regarding establishing escalating fines for short-term rentals. 

WHEREAS, in accordance with the California Public Resources Code Sections 21000 et 
seq. and State California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines (Sections 15000 et 
seq.), the City Council has determined that the proposed zoning text amendment is exempt from 
CEQA pursuant to Sections 15061 and 15305 of Title 14, Division 6, Chapter 3 of the California 
Code of Regulations; and

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OXNARD DOES ORDAIN 
AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1.  In view of all the evidence in the record and based on the foregoing findings, 
the City Council hereby approves the Oxnard City Code Amendment.

Section 2.  Subsection C is hereby added to Chapter 7, Article III, Section 7-56, of the 
Oxnard City Code to read as follows:

SEC. 7-56.  AMOUNT.

(C)  The fines for violations of the regulations established by the coastal and non-coastal Short-
term Rental Ordinances shall be regulated by said ordinances.

Section 3.  If any subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or word of the Ordinance is for any 
reason held to be invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such decisions shall not affect the 
validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.  The City Council hereby declares that it 
would have passed and adopted this Ordinance, and each and all provisions hereof, irrespective 
of the fact that one or more provisions may be declared invalid.

Section 4.  Cumulative Ordinance. Nothing in this Ordinance shall be interpreted 
to allow any land use which is not expressly listed as permitted or conditionally permitted 
within the City’s Zoning Code.
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Section 5.   The City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this ordinance and shall cause 
the summary thereof to be published within fifteen (15) calendar days of the adoption and shall 
post a certified copy of this ordinance, include the vote for and against the same, in the office of 
the City Clerk in accordance with Government Code Section 36933. Ordinance No. 2971 was 
first read on December 3rd, 2019, finally adopted on December 17th, 2019, to become effective 
thirty (30) days thereafter.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 17th day of December, 2019 by the following vote:

AYES:  

NOES:

ABSTAIN:

ABSENT:

                ____________________________ 
    Tim Flynn, Mayor

ATTEST:   APPROVED AS TO FORM:

__________________________                     _____________________________          
Michelle Ascension, City Clerk                        Stephen M. Fischer, City Attorney


